Making Thai Sentences

Declarative Simple Present form is:

SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT/COMPLEMENT

Subjects:

[ (m) /pom5/ W I (f) /(di2)shanb/  (&)3du
You /kuni/ Qi He/She /kaod/ or /ter1/ 1w/i5a(f)
This/These  /nee3d/ il That/Those  /nan3/ Ty

It /man1/ Hu We /puag3raol/ wiInLN
They (h/s) /puak3kaod/ winN They (it) /puag3mani/ windu

Only three verbs can be used at the start of a sentence w/o a subject:
A /mee/ G0 /gerd2/ MUa /gam1nod2/
They usually mean “there is/are”.

Obijects:

Most, if not all, use the same words as subjects.

Verbs:
To be /bpeni/ 1 (asin: I am a boy.)

lyoo2/ Gl (asin: Itis on a desk.)

/kuue1/ k) (same as ilu, usually follows this, that, it, they)
If v. to be is followed by an adjective, then it is sometimes left out or replaced with other verbs.
To have Imee/ i Togo /bpail/ g
To come /maal/ H To eat /gin1/ or /taan1/ fAuw/nmu
Would like to /yaag2/ Rl To want /dtong3 gaan1/ ¢a4ns
To drink /duuem2/ an To drive /kab2/ 4
To study /rian1/ B! To teach /sorn5/ ROU
To like /shorb3/ P To love /rag4/ 3n
Todo /tam1/ i To work /tam1 ngaan1/ vinu
To listen /fang1/ w4 To speak /pood3/ W
Can /sabmaad3/ ®wm1In To live /yoo2/ ot
To travel /tiaw3/ (§71ip! To play Nlane3/ AU
To think /kid4/ aa To understand /kao3 jail/ winla
To buy /suued/ k) To sell /kaai5/ S gl

Prepositions

Prepositions are placed in front of the nouns.
E.g., In the house /nai1 baan3/ luihu, near the station /glai3 sa2taa5nee1/ lndzaii

In Inail/ Tu On /bon1/ Ul

At Itee3/ 7 By Idouy1/ o

To (left out in man{ cases) For /sambrab2/ & w5y
Near /glai3/ na Far from /glail/ 1na

In front of /kaang3 naa3/ auin Behind /kaang3 lang5/ 1n4nia4
Before /gorn2/ nou After /lang5/ 1oN
Above /nuueab/ 1itle Below /dtaai3/ 1
From ljaag2/ 0 Between /radwaang2/ Sz¥IN
Opposite /dtrong1 kaam3/ a331u Beside /kaang3/ STaN]

Past /paan2/ ApIN) About Igiaw2 gab2/ 1fipafiy



Adjectives
When used in a sentence (e.g. It is big.): SUBJECT + ADJECTIVE

When used to before the word (e.g. big book): NOUN + ADJECTIVE

This Ineed/ il That /nan4/ tiu

Big lyai2/ Tnaj Small lleg4/ 1N

Tall /soong3/ G Short /dtia3/ ]
Long lyaaw1/ gl Short /san3/ Gl

Fat /uuan3/ DU Thin /porm5/ BN
Good /deel/ @ Delicious la2roy?2/ 2508
Beautiful /suay5/ Gl Ugly /naa3 gliad2/ vndoa
Right /toog2/ an Wrong /pid2/ He
Cheap /toog2/ an Expensive /paaeng1/ AN
Fast Irew1/ 152 Slow /shaa4/ Gy

New /mai2/ Tasd Old /gao2/ 1N
Cool lyen1/ L Hot /rorn4/ Souh
Happy /meelkwaamisug2/ {aNHRY Sad /sao3/ LN
Clean /sa2aad2/ GEORl Dirty /sog2ga2prog2/ snilsn
Too ... .. +/bpail/ .. ... enough ... +/porl/ ... WD
Not ... /maid/+ ...  lai.. very ... ...+/maag3/ ...un
Possession

Simply add /kong5/ (v24) in front of the owner to identify possession.
Colour

Add the word /seeb/ (&) in front of these words:

Red /daeng1/ LA Yellow /luueangs/ S ERN
Blue /nam4 ngern1/ uudu Sky Blue [faad/ W
Green /kiawb/ S11ip! Purple /muuang3/  HN
Orange /som3/ G Grey /taol/ N
Black /dam1/ @ White /kaaob/ yinp!
Negation

/mai3/ (1ai) is the best word to describe negation. It is placed in front of any word we want to make
negative. Thus, a negative sentence is in the form of:

SUBJECT + /mai3 (dai3)/ + VERB + OBJECT/ COMPLEMENT
E.g., Itis notin the house. /man1 mai3 dai3 yoo2 nail1 baan3/ siu lsilaatluriu
He does not eat vegetable. /kao5 mai3 taan1 pag2/ 1 lsimusin

She does not have a daughter. /ter1 mai3 mee1 loog3 saao5/ 150 lsifianan
| do not live near the station. /pom5 mai3 dai3 yoo2 glai3 sa2taaSnee1/ w lsi ldat lndaanil

Interrogation
Question requiring yes/no answer is in the form of:
SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT/COMPLEMENT + /ruue5/ + /mai3/ or /bplaao2/ ?

With /ruue5 mai3/ (w3e ls) or /ruue5 bplaao2/ (w3ailan) means ‘or not.’



E.g., Isitinthe house? /man1 yoo2 nail baan3 ruue5 bplaao2/ sfuatluinumnsaian?
Does he eat vegetable? /kao5 taan1 pag3 ruue5 mai2/ inmuiinnie 4?

An alternative question tag is /(shai3) mai5/ 1411 (some times pronounced as /(shai3) mai4/).

E.g., Does she have a daughter? /ter1 mee1 loog3 saao5 mai3/ 15adianan lyu? ]
Do you live near the station? /kun1 yoo2 glai3 sa2taaSnee1 shai3 mai4/ anet Inaaanil lisiu?

Question Words

Normal questions are in the form of:

SUBJECT + VERB + QUESTION WORD ?

What /a2rail/ azls Who /krail/ las

Where ftee3 nai5/  #ilvu How lyaang2rail/ atgls

Why ftamimail/  vilu How ... ... tao3rai2/ ... wihlus

When /muuea3 rai2/ ifialns Which ... .. (+ Qf +) /nai5/ ... (R.uw) lvu
How many  /gee2/+Qf f (Anuasaun) Whose ... ... Ikorng5 krail/ ... voslas

E.g. Whatis this? /nee3 kuue1 a2rail/ iidieaz 15? o
Where is the toilet? /hong3naam4 yoo2 tee3 nai5/ ¥asiiotfl 1iu?
Who is he? /kao5 bpen1 krail/ iwwnilulas? .
Whose bag is that? /nan3 bpen1 gra2pao5 korng5 krail/ fimfunszithveslas

There are some cases where Question word are put at the beginning of the sentences.

E.g., Who teaches Thai? /krai1 sorn5 paalsaa5tai1/ lasseunwn lng
What is in the house? /a2rai1 yoo2 nail baan3/ oz 150 lutiu

Quantifiers

Hardly any nouns in Thai are countable. Therefore we quantify almost everything as you do in
English for two glasses of milk. The format is:

NOUN + NUMBER + QUANTIFIER

If you can remember the quantifier required, the most common one is /an1/ @u. Many Thais also
use this when they don’t know what the quantifier is.

Pencil /taeng3/ LV Pen /daam3/ Rt
Book, Knife, Needle /lem3/ 1an Electr. Appliances /kruueng3/ @384
Fork, Spoon, Car /kan1/ au Boat, Ship, Plane /lam1/ fin

Paper /paen2/ LLL Leaf, Pillow, Glass, Cup, Dish /bai1/ ‘lu
Newspaper /sha2bab2/  aiiu Stamp, Star, Heart /duuangi/ AN
Egg fforng1/ ol Animals /dtual/ @

E.g., |have two pens. /pom5 mee1 bpaag2gaal sorng5 daam3/ undihnnisasanu

| would like to buy one stamp. /pom5 yaag2 suue4 sa2dtaem1 nueng2 duuang1/
WuaENdolaanlnilng
There are two forks. /mee1 sorm3 sorng5 kan1/ ifensaau

Liquids, Foods and grains are called by their containers:
Glass /gaaew3/ AN Cup /tuuay3/ pld

Bottle /kuuad?2/ 270 Dish /jaan1/ U
Bowl /shaam1/ PBIN



E.g., Three bowls of soup /sub4 saam5 shaam1/ afilanuanu
A bottle of water /naam4 nueng2 kuuad2/ vhwiisna
Two cups of tea /shaa1 sorng5 tuuay3/ 1wa<nag

Past Tense

There is no real difference between Present and Past Tense in Thai.
Probably the only way to distinguish between two tense is to add the adverb of time at the
beginning of the end of the sentence.

E.g., |go toschool today. /pom5 bpail roungirian1 wan1nee4/ wnlulsaspuiuil
| went to school yesterday. /pom5 bpail roungirian1 muuea3waaninee4/
Wi 15 5wmdanudl

Past tense is not normally popular anyway.
Perfect Tense

Perfect Tense that mentions the past that affects the present has the same from as Simple Present
Tense. E.g.,

He loses his wallet. /kao5 tam1 gra2pao5 ngern1 kong5 kao5 haai5/ 1nvinnsziihiduvesning
He has lost his wallet. /kao5 tam1 gra2pao5 ngern1 kong5 kao5 haai5/ ivvihnsziiidusaawniing

Otherwise, the simplest form of perfect tense is to place /laew4/ ua2, meaning already at the end of
the sentence. Alternatives are /maa1 tang3taae2 ... / sndug..., meaning since ..., or /maa1 ...
laew4/ a...u82, meaning for ...

Have been to /koey1 bpail/

| have eaten. /pom5 taan1 (aa1haan5) laew4/ Humu(a1113)Lan

I have lived here since last year. /pom5 yoo2 tee3nee3 maa1l tang3tae2 bpeelteel1laew4/
NHBHATIHNGLLATI LA

I have lived here for two years. /pom5 yoo2 tee3nee3 maa1l sorng5 bpeel laew4/
NHBHATRDITLA

For negation, place /yang1 mai3 dai3/ fialsi'léi, meaning not yet, before the verb.

Have not been to /yang1 mail koey1 bpail/
Have never ... /yang1 mai koey1 .../

| have not eaten. /pom1 yang1 mai3 dai3 taan1 (aa1harn5)/ wniis lai ldmu(a1n4)

| have not been to Thailand. /pom1 yang1 mai3 koey1 bpai1 muueangitail/ wniis luivan lihdiaslne
| have not gone to England. /pom1 yang1 mai3 dai3 bpai1 ang1grid2/ wasis lsilei1u/8snaw

| have never learned Thai. /pom1 mai3 koey1 rian1 paa1saa5tail/ wn lsitas3aunu lne

For interrogation, place /ruue5 yang1/ w3ailN, or not yet, at the end of the sentence.

Have you eaten? /koon1 taan1 ruue5 yang1/ ammuniaiia

Has he gone to England? /kao5 bpai1 ang1grid2 ruue5 yang1/ 1 lddsnnuwiaii

Has she been to Thailand? /ter1 koey1 bpai1 muueangitai1 ruue5 yang1/ isaian lihiia Inansadi
How long /(maal) naan1 tao3rai2 laew4/ is placed at the end of the sentences.
How long have you lived in Thailand? /kun1 yoo2 muueangltail maal naan1 tao3rai2 laew4/

amatides Inssnumyin lnsudn
How long has he eaten? /kao5 taan1 maa1 naan1 tao3rai2 laew4/ lwnmusnunuivin s



Continuous Tense

Affirmative:
Subject + /gam1 lang1/ + Verb + Object/Complement ( + /yoo2/)
Negative:
Subject + /mai3 dai3 gam1 lang1/ + Verb + Object/Complement ( + /yoo2/)
Interrogative:
Subject + /gam1lang1/ + Verb + Object/Complement + /yoo2 ruue5/ ( + /mai3/ or /plaao2/) ?
Question:
Subject + /gam1 lang1/ + Verb + Question Word ( + /yoo2/) ?

For example,

| am going to school. /pom5 gam1lang1 bpai1 roung1rian1/ wumis I 15a50u

| am not going to school. /pom5 mai3dai3 gam1lang1 bpai1 roung1rian1/ wslsi lamis luTsasou
Are you going to school? /kun1 gam1lang1 bpai1 roung1rian1 yoo2 ruue5/ ammas lTsas5ouetnia?
Where are you going? /kun1 gam1lang1 bpai1 tee3nai5/ ammisldilvu?

| am listening. /pom5 gam1lang1 fang1 yoo2/ unrnaailiag

He is not listening. /kao5 mai3dai gam1lang1 fang1 yoo2/ 1 lsi léirasilsa)

Is she listening? /ter1 gam1lang1 fang1 yoo2 ruue5mai3/ Lﬁaﬁwﬁdﬂqaqw%ﬂm

What are they listening to? /puuag3kao5 gam1lang1 fang1 a2rai1 yoo2/ wannmasilses 15ati?

Future Tense

Will/Shall lja2/ W To be aboutto ... /gamilang1ja2/ masay
Will not/Shall not /ja2 mai3/ a2l

The rest is like Present Simple...
For example,

| will go to school. /shan5 ja2 bpai1 roungrian1/ fuaz lUTsusou
| will not go to school. /shan5 ja2 mai3 bpail roung1rian1/ &uaz lsilUlsa5uu
Will you go to school? /kun1 ja2 bpai1 roungirian1 ruue5 mai3/ amaz lu1sassunse 1:?

Where will you go? /kun1 ja2 bpail tee3 nai5/ amaz 11 lnu?
He is about to go to school. /kao5 gam1lang1 ja2 bpail roung1rian1/ wwnmasez lUlsusou

Adverbs

Adverbs describing manner are usually the same as their adjective counterparts. Some however,
has the word /yaang2/ ati placed in front of it.

E.g., He eats very fast. /kao5 taan1 rew1 maag1/ lnmu5min
They live happily. /puag3 kao5 yoo2 yaang2 meelkwaamisug1/ winiunaestinianug

Adverbs describing time are listed in a separate handout.

Adverbs describing place: . .
Here /tee3nee3d/ i There /tee1nan3/ 7T

E.g., |live here./shan5 yoo2 tee3nee3/ suatifil N
He went there. /kao5 bpai1 tee3nan3/ 1 luisiu

Adverbs describing probability are usually placed at the end of sentences. (except ‘never’)

Always /sa2merb5/ LRND Frequently  /boi2 boi2/ a9 )
Occasionally /naan1 naan1teel/ uui Sometimes /bpenibaangikrang4/ iiuuniais



He always goes to school. /kao5 bpail roungirain1 sa2mer5/ 1 lu15u3pmane

She often travels. /ter1 dern1taang1 boi2boi2/ i5a1dunaviose

| occasionally goes to England. /shan5 bpail ang1grid2 naninaniteel/ siuluginguuiuni
He sometimes smiles. /kao5 yim4 bpen1baangikrang4/ iuniisiiuunansa

Commands

As in English, the subject ‘you’ is left unsaid in imperative sentences.
Sometimes /jong1/ 31 is placed in front of formal sentences in order to indicate command.
/haam3/ ¥ indicates a command not to do something.

E.g., Go to school! /bpai roungirian1/ lulsusuu
Turn right! /liaaw4 kwaa5/ e )
Do not turn left! /haam3 liaaw4 saai4/ vinsae s n

Must or Have to /dtong3/  ¢ia4 Must not /dtong mai3/ dedla
Not haveto  /mai3 dtong3/ ¢ia4

E.g. You must go to school. /kun1 dtong3 bpai1 roung1rian1/ amdas lu15a5uu
He has to go to school. /kao1 dtong3 bpai1 roung1rian1/ iwndaslulsusou
She needs to go to school. /ter1 dtong3 bpail roung1rian1/ i5asias ll5a5uu
You must not turn right. /kun1 dtong3 mai3 liaaw4 kwaa5/ asudia< lsitiuran
They do not have to go to school. /puuag3 kao5 mai3 dtong3 bpail rounglriani/
wanuan lides 1y T5a5ou

Requests

Even in formal requests, the subject ‘you’ is still left out.

/ga2rudnaal/ niaw, like ‘please’, makes the request more polite. /bprode2/ 1i/4a is sometimes used
in more formal sentences. Sometimes, /doouy3/ e is placed at the end of the sentences.

A reminder that a sentence would not be fully polite without /krab4/ @5u or /ka3/ @z at the end.
lyaa2/ atin indicates a request not to do something.

E.g. Please listen. /ga2ru4naal fang1 doouy3/ nyamilaae .
Please do not drink alcohol. /prode2 yaa2 duuem?2 ael1gorihor1/ lisaatn@nuaanaaos

Advice

/kuuan1/ @29 or /kuuan1i ja2/ @333 is placed in front of the verb to indicate advice. The latter is
used for an advice to do something in the future.

| think that ... /shanb kid4 waa3/ ... audan ...
Should have ... /naa3 ja2/ U1ReE...

You should go to school. /kun1 kuuan1 ja2 bpai1 roung1rian1/ a9z 1 1sasou

She should turn left/ /ter1 kuan1 liaaw4 saai4/ 150751883118

| think that you should listen. /shan5 kid4 waa3 kun1 kuuan1 ja2 fang1/ faudanamalsazila
You should have gone to school. /kun1 naa3 ja2 bpai1 roung1rian1/ asuas 1UTsa5ou
She should have listened to me. /ter1 naa3 ja2 fang1 shan5/ 15ati1azlsiu

Uncertainty
/aad2 ja2/ @133z or /kong1 ja2/ as3z is placed in front of the verb to indicate uncertainty.
| may go to school. /shan5 aad2ja2 bpail roung1rian1/ fusnaaz lulsusou

He might not go to school. /kao5 aad2ja2 mai3 bpail roungirian1/ iwnea1vey lailulsa5uu
It is probably in the house. /man1 aad2ja2 yoo2 nai1 baan3/ sfuanaazatluihu



Compound Sentences

To combine sentences, conjunctions are added where the sentences are combined.

And /laed/ waz But /dtaae2/ LG
Or Iruued/ URE) Either ... or... /mai3 ... gor3 .../ lsi...fi...
Both /tang4 koo3/ 4

A and B go to school. /A lae4 B bpai1 roung1rian1/ tauazii ld15a50u

A goes to school, but B does not. /A bpai1 roung1rian1 dtaae2 B mai3 bpai1/ 1a lu1sa5ounei laily

Either A or B or both go to school. /mai3 A gor3 B ruu5 tang4koo3 bpai1 roung1riani/
Tsivefidnserid lUlsasou .

| went to England and France. /shan1 bpail ang1grid2 lae4 fa2rang2sade2/ siu ludanguiaziiaas

Do you like black or white? /kun1 shorb3 seeb5 kaao5 ruue5 see5 dam1/ amaudvnniiofen

Complex Sentences
If...then... /taa3...gor3ja2.../ f..Naw... | /ja2 ...taa3 .../ w...mn...
If it rains, | will not go to school. fuansuiaz bl Tsasou
/taa3 fon5dtog2 shan5 gor3ja2 mai3 bpail rounglrian/
If there were vegetables, | would eat them. AHNNAUNILYNULU
/taa3 mee1 pag2 shan5 gor3ja2 taan1 man1/
I will go to school if it does not rain. suaz lUlsasvuddu luan

/shan5 ja2 bpail rounglrian1 taa3 fon5 mai3 dtog2/
because of ... /proh4 .../ IWIE ... Because /proh4 wa3 .../ w1
Usually sentences with ‘because’ are constructed in the form of: result + because + cause.

| go to school because you go. sululsusomwnzamly
/shan5 bpail roung1rian1 proh4 kun1 bpail/

| cannot speak Thai because | have never learned it. #u lsimsnsanams Inowszdu lsiaoSousiu
/shan5 mai3 saabmaad3 pood3 paalsaabtail proh4 shan5 mai3 koey1 rian1 man1/

| do not eat fish because | do not like it. A Limudanwszsiu kiveudiu
/shan5 mai3 taan1 bplaal proh4 shan5 mai3 shorb3 man1/

when ... /dtorn1 tee3/ mauil while ... /ka2na2 tee3/ mzil .
before ... /gorn2 tee3/ naui after ... /lang5 jaag2 tee3/ wasaNi

In the same way, sentences are usually constructed such that these conjunctions are in the middle
of the sentences. Any repeated words may be left out.
In sentences the with one even happening before another, the later event is put in the future tense.

It rained before he went to school. Huannauiway lUlsasou
/fon5 dtog2 gorn2 tee3 kao5 ja2 bpail rounglriani/ ‘

He smiled after | spoke. NENARINNTARUNA
/kao5 yim4 lang5jaak2tee3 shan5 pood3/ .

It rained while | was going to school. Huanuaziisum lulsasou

/fon5 dtog2 ka2na2tee3 shan5 gam1lang1 bpail roungiriani/



